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Trails Strategy for British Columbia

Note to Participants:  Please use this Feedback Form to provide your comments on the Draft Trails 

Strategy for British Columbia (September 2008)1.  The Draft Trails Strategy was developed following 

discussions with the Trails Strategy Committee consisting of trail user groups, agencies, academia and 

First Nations. The Trails Strategy’s focus is on effectively developing and managing a world class system 

of trails – not on individual trails.  We appreciate receiving your feedback as soon as possible and no later 

than January 31st, 2009. Please e-mail your completed Feedback Form as an attachment to: 

TrailStrategy@gov.bc.ca.   You are encouraged (but not required) to complete entire Form.  You can 

increase space needed to respond to a particular question if necessary. 

Your name and organization 

Although all feedback will be posted unattributed, it would be helpful to know your name and 

organization (if applicable) that you are most affiliated with.  If you are responding on behalf of your 

organization, please indicate that below.  This information will allow us to gain more insight into the 

range of responses that we anticipate we will receive. 

Scott Webster, on behalf of the Varsity Outdoor Club

Input Request 1:   Interest in a Trails Strategy

Please indicate the nature of your interest  in  a Trails Strategy below:

The Varsity Outdoor Club (VOC) is a student club at the University of British Columbia.  Our 
members use trails in BC extensively.  We also build and maintain trails, particularly in relation to 
several mountain huts that we operate in southwest BC.

1 The Draft Trails Strategy for British Columbia report, further background material, and additional copies of this Feedback Form are  

available at: www.tsa.gov.bc.ca/sites_trails/Initiatives/Prov_Trails_Strategy/recreation_trails_strategy.htm
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Input Request 2:  Vision, Benefits and Guiding Principles for a BC Trail System

Vision: Are you in general agreement with the proposed Vision?  Yes _ No _ How can it be 

improved?

Yes.  The phrase “accessible to all” is somewhat ambiguous.

Benefits:  Do the indicated key benefits seem appropriate?  Yes _ No _Are there other key benefits?

Yes.

Guiding Principles: Do the four proposed guiding principles for a system of trails make sense?  Yes _ No_ 
Do you have any other guiding principles to add?

Yes, but principle 3 is complicated.  Just having an “opportunity” is not sufficient.  For example, 
telling hikers that they are allowed “share” a trail with ATVs does not lead to a high quality 
experience for the hiker.  The impact on non-motorized users from motorized users is high, but not 
the other way around.

Input Request 3: Current Status, Trends and Priority Issues

When reviewing this material in the draft Trails Strategy, is there any other information dealing with these 
three components that you wish to add?  

We don't necessarily see “restrictions on motorized use” as an access problem.  Restrictions on 
motorized use are critical to ensuring high quality experiences for non-motorized users as well as 
environmental preservation.
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Input Request 4: Key Components 

Do the six components listed represent the key requirements for a sustainable trail program for 

BC?    Yes _ No _ Are there any key components that are missing?

It isn't clear that the government has been able to succeed in gathering or managing trail data in the 
past.  In addition, some may endeavour to “hide” certain trails from a survey in order to “protect” 
them from perceived or real threats due to this new trails strategy.

The marketing component seems a bit out of place.  While a good trails network could certainly be 
a draw for tourism, some volunteers might have objections if their trail is “marketed” inapropriately.

Input Request 5: Collaborative Planning: Proposed Actions   
For each action, please indicate if it is a very high, high, moderate or low priority action – and why? 

How can the action be better described?

What steps would you recommend be done to achieve these actions?

Proposed Action #1: Collaboratively develop provincial and local trail system plans that secure 
opportunities for all trail users. 

Very high priority.  A better description might include “high quality opportunities.”  As mentioned in the 
strategy, the exact nature of the collaborative process will need to be determined.  A consensus system 
may be appropriate.

Proposed Action #2:  Use appropriate legislative tools to approve trails in support of a comprehensive trail 
network.

Moderate priority.  This action could be met with resistance if the necessary “hoops” to be jumped through 
are too onerous.  While the VOC applies for trail building permits, other groups do not as they feel it is not 
worthwhile.  “Forcing” the issue may not be the most effective strategy.  The approval process needs to be 
designed in collaboration with actual trail builders.
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Input Request 6: Good Governance: Proposed Actions   
For each action, please indicate if it is a very high, high, moderate or low priority action – and why? 

How can the action be better described?

What steps would you recommend be done to achieve these actions?

Proposed Action #3: Develop a communication and education strategy to better inform trail users about 
the existing governance framework. 

Moderate priority.  It seems that understanding the framework would be important for organized groups of 
trail users and trail builders/maintainers.  It isn't clear that the average person who just wants to go hiking 
once in a while needs to have an in-depth understanding of the minutiae of the process.

Proposed Action #4:  Improve legislation, regulations and policy to better manage motorized trail use.

Very high priority.  The impacts of motorized trail users on non-motorized users and the environment is a 
major issue.  It seems that licensing of motorized trail vehicles is long overdue.  This action is critical to a 
successful trails network.

Proposed Action #5: Enhance recreation opportunities by addressing liability issues.

Moderate priority.  Inherent risk legislation may be worth pursuing.  Liability insurance for trail builders 
should be provided.  Requiring expensive insurance to be paid for by volunteers will not work.
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Input Request 7: Sustainable Resources: Proposed Actions   
For each action, please indicate if it is a very high, high, moderate or low priority action – and why? 

How can the action be better described?

What steps would you recommend be done to achieve these actions?

Proposed Action #6: Provide a clear and up-to-date catalogue of various funding sources that can support 
trails.

High priority.  This action seems like it should be fairly straightforward to implement.  Using existing and 
new resources effectively will help harness volunteer enthusiasm.

Proposed Action #7: Develop a partnership approach to stable funding.

Stable funding is a high priority.  Certain types of partnerships may be resisted by some volunteers.
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Input Request 8: Effective Management: Proposed Actions   
For each action, please indicate if it is a very high, high, moderate or low priority action – and why? 

How can the action be better described?

What steps would you recommend be done to achieve these actions?

Proposed Action #8: Consolidate existing trail standards, guidelines and management tools, and ensure 
they are widely communicated and accessible for agency staff and user groups. 

Moderate priority.  Having a well organized system of standards and guidelines is a good idea. Given the 
trail requirements for widely ranging user groups, consolidating all the standards may not be viable (eg. a 
mountaineering access trail does not need to be negotiable by a motorbike).  Requiring users from 
extremely different groups to wade through a large amount of inapplicable documentation might not work.

Proposed Action #9:  Ensure the BC Trail Program is well integrated with interagency compliance and 
enforcement services. 

This may be a high priority “in the beginning” until user groups are all aware of the regulations and follow 
them.  Afterwards it could drop in priority as hopefully problems will be minimized.  Certainly lack of 
enforcement is an issue with land-use conflicts beyond the topic of trails.
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Proposed Acton #10:  Integrate recreation trail use into resource road decisions. 

High priority.  It sometimes seems that measures are taken to specifically impede access to trails when 
roads are deactivated.  This is a major waste of resources.  Problems include cross-ditches that are 
excessively large or poorly shaped, and bridges that are certainly acceptable for foot traffic being removed 
when a blockade could suffice.  Volunteer maintenance of roads could be investigated.

Proposed Action #11:  Develop a ‘best practices’ approach to managing trails on private land.

Moderate priority.  This issue seems to be very prevalent on Vancouver Island, but less so elsewhere.

Input Request 9: Comprehensive Information: Proposed Actions   
For each action, please indicate if it is a very high, high, moderate or low priority action – and why? 

How can the action be better described?

What steps would you recommend be done to achieve these actions?

Proposed Action #12: Develop and maintain a comprehensive inventory of trails.

Moderate priority.  Having an inventory for planning purposes is a good idea.  Regular users might be better 
able to get information from guidebooks.
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Proposed Action #13: Undertake a comprehensive survey of trail users.

Moderate priority.  Some work has been done on this recently in the Sea to Sky area by a group at SFU.

Input Request 10: Strategic Marketing: Proposed Actions   
For each action, please indicate if it is a very high, high, moderate or low priority action – and why? 

How can the action be better described?

What steps would you recommend be done to achieve these actions?

Proposed Action #14: Undertake the development of a provincial trails marketing strategy.

Low priority.  We should fix the trails system before we market it.  Some areas are currently an 
embarassment.

Input Request 11: Implementation: Proposed Actions   
For each action, please indicate if it is a very high, high, moderate or low priority action – and why? 

How can the action be better described?

What steps would you recommend be done to achieve these actions?

Proposed Action #15: Establish a provincial trail advisory body to provide advice on the implementation of 
the Trails Strategy and the BC Trails Program.
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Moderate priority.

Proposed Action #16:  Encourage establishment of local or regional trail committees to support 
implementation and continuous improvement of the Trails Strategy.

Moderate priority.  Numerous local committees already exist.  They may be able to support the strategy 
without the creation of new groups.

Proposed Acton #17:  Develop an implementation plan that identifies specific timelines and 
responsibilities for implementing the Strategy. 

Low priority.  How many of these documents do we need?

Input Request 12: Other Actions

What other actions have not been mentioned that are a very high or high priority?  Please describe what 
these are and why.

What steps would you recommend be done to achieve these actions?

Input Request 13: Other Ideas

What other ideas do you have to improve the Trails Strategy for BC? 
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Parking and trailhead signage is an issue for many trails.

On a personal note, as the person filling out this document, I found the use of MS-Word format non-
optimal since I don't own MS-Word.  I used OpenOffice.org software, but I'm not sure of the 
compatibility.  Currently all my responses appear to be underlined and blue for instance.  Perhaps a 
more standard, open format would be more appropriate.

Please e-mail your comments within this 

MS-Word document directly to: 

TrailStrategy@gov.bc.ca

by or before January 31st, 2009

Thanks again for your 

contribution!

Additional copies of this Feedback Document can be downloaded at:

www.tsa.gov.bc.ca/sites_trails/Initiatives/Prov_Trails_Strategy/recreation_trails_strategy.htm
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