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Sea to Sky Land and Resource Management Plan

Dear Mr. Kreye, Mr Greinacher,

The Varsity Outdoor Club (VOC) has participated in the Sea to Sky Backcountry 
Forum process over the past several years and more recently in the discussions 
with Gordon Erlandson regarding the implementation of public winter recreation 
management in the region.  We are writing this letter in response to Mr. 
Erlandsonʼs recent report (“Recommendations for the Management of Winter 
Backcountry Recreation in the Lillooet River Drainage and the Sea-to-Sky LRMP 
Area”).  The VOC is a student club at the University of British Columbia.  Our 
members participate in non-motorized activities such as backcountry skiing and 
the club is a member of the Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia.  

The VOC gives general broad support to the reportʼs recommendations and 
would like to encourage the Province to begin the implementation process as 
soon as possible.  While not all of the recommendations are beneficial to non-
motorized users, we feel that reasonable compromises have been made and that 
all recreational users of the region can benefit from the  proposed zoning and 
implementation.

The VOC would like to make a few specific comments regarding the report.



We support the non-motorized zoning around our Brian Waddington Memorial 
Hut in the Phelix Creek area mentioned in section 2.1.1 of the report.  We 
recognize the compromise that was made in allowing snowmobile use on the 
lower section of the Phelix Creek Road but have some safety concerns.  The 
VOC supports the establishment of a second, separate access route (one for 
snowmobiles and one for skiers/snowshoers).  The VOC would like to be 
involved in discussing this issue further as soon as possible and could likely 
contribute significant volunteer labour if necessary.

The issue of zoning in the Callaghan Valley is complex.  In addition to the 
recommendations in section 2.3.6, the VOC would like to request slight increases 
in non-motorized zoning areas around Hanging Lake (located northeast of the 
Whistler Olympic Park and approximately one kilometre west of Rainbow Lake) 
and Metal Dome (approximately two kilometres east of Brandywine Mountain).  
These areas have great new potential for non-motorized winter recreation now 
that the Callaghan Valley Road is complete.  Ensuring quality non-motorized 
recreation opportunities here would go a long way towards making the Callaghan 
Valley a world-class area.  The VOC would like to also advocate for continued 
easy public access to Callaghan Lake Provincial Park and for additional parking 
in the valley.

There is currently a problem regarding parking in the Chance Creek Forest 
Service Road area which is the primary access to the VOCʼs Brew Hut.  Parking 
is complicated by concerns regarding landslides from the Barrier and by 
competition for limited spots with snowmobilers.  The VOC is in negotiation with 
Powder Mountain Catskiing, who operate in this area, in order to coordinate our 
parking needs, but further governmental involvement may be able to improve the 
situation.  This issue is specifically mentioned in section 2.3.4 of the report.

Finally, the VOC would like to request that fair representation is ensured on the 
LRMP implementation committee.  It has come to our attention that the first 
meeting was rather lopsided (in terms of motorized/non-motorized) and we trust 
that this issue will be resolved in the future.

Sincerely,

Scott Webster
on behalf of the Varsity Outdoor Club executive


